












remained a mystery, after his departure from Cogoon outpost in
1848. Hovenden Hely in 1852 had scoured the country near the
Warrego. Now, into the field came one of the outstanding explorers
of the period—A. C. (later Sir Augustus) Gregory, who was one of
three competent brothers. From August 1846, with modest equip
ment and seven weeks' provisions, they had explored 1,000 miles of
the back-country of unknown Western Australia in forty-seven days.

Two years later, A. C. Gregory, with a party of six, set out from a
point eighty miles west of Perth to explore the Gascoyne area. (After
350 miles they found, among many other things, a galena lode on
the Murchison) . In 1855 he headed an expedition organised through
the Royal Geographical Society of London, to search for Leichhardt,
and this brought him to Queensland, with which he was destined to
be linked permanently, to his advantage and ours. He was to land
on the north-west coast of Australia and, after certain work there,
to establish connection, if possible, with the areas explored by
Mitchell on the Barcoo and, in any case, to make easterly to find a
route more direct than that of Leichhardt between any settlement
that might be established in the Northern Territory and the Gulf of
Carpentaria, on the one hand, and the east coast of Australia, on
the other. With Baron von Mueller as botanist, Dr. Wilson as
geologist, and eight others, Gregory made his landfall in N.W.
Australia; in six days, reached the Macadam Range and, in two
weeks, the Fitzmaurice. The party forced its way with many hard
ships to the head of the Victoria River and, 300 miles further,
reached Sturt's Creek which they followed until it ended in a salt
swamp at Termination Lake. Returning to a depot on the Victoria
(N.W. Australia) and then pushing north and east, he crossed
Arnhem's Land, along and below the line of the Roper River, and
traced Leichhardt's route as far as he could, but without success.
Turning further east, he came out on to the Queensland coast near
Port Curtis.

In 1858, Gregory was commissioned a second time to search for
the missing explorer and, with one brother, C. F. Gregory, seven
experienced bushmen, and forty horses (each with 150 lb. of provi
sions), set off from Sydney on 12 June. In April 1859 they reached
the Barcoo, but the whole country was gripped by a fierce drought
and was almost a desert, and the watercourse itself was dry. In lat.
24° 25' S., long. 145° E., Gregory found what may have been traces
of the lost explorer. Pushing on, he reached the Thomson, also sun
and drought-blasted (Landsborough the following year found it a
charming spot — so rapidly do appearances change with our
weather!) ; and, pushing down Cooper's Creek to the point where
Sturt had met it south of the Stony Desert, in 1845, he then made
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south by Strzelecki's Creek to Adelaide, which he reached on 31
July 1858.

(In 1859 Gregory was invited to become Surveyor-General of
Queensland, and accepted that post. In 1862 he selected the site for
Roma, named for Lady Bowen who was the Countess Diamantina
Roma of the Ionian Islands. The main street of Roma was named
Gregory Street in 1867. He became a member of Parliament and was
knighted later.)

William Landsborough
Another explorer who did much to fill in the outline of north and

west Queensland at this time was William Landsborough. He had
selected a run in the Wide Bay area and from 1856 he made many
exploratory trips north and west, at his own expense, pressing deep
into the interior.

Among other places he discovered Mt. Nebo and Fort Cooper;
explored, in 1859, the Peak Downs and Nogoa areas and, in 1860,
the head of the Thomson River. In 1861, he traced the Gregory and
the Herbert Rivers to their sources and named both, and in 1862, on
formal invitation, he headed one of the expeditions that were sent
out to search for Burke and Wills. Starting from the Albert River in
the Gulf of Carpentaria (Burketown), he travelled right across
Queensland southerly and, indeed, across the continent to Melbourne.
Later he discovered the Western river on which Winton is situated
and traced the Diamantina to its source. (He died at Caloundra on

16 March 1886.)
Omitting a number of local men, who did excellent work filling

in detail, it may be appropriate to add here a note on the Burke and
Wills expedition; and, the overland explorations of John McDouall
Stuart.

The Tragic Trip of Burke and Wills

In 1857 the Philosophical Institute (later Royal Society) of
Victoria decided to subsidise the discovery of a route from the
Darling to Cooper's Creek (the Barcoo) and to establish a depot
there, which might serve as a base for further surveys—preferably
by camel.

Robert O'Hara Burke (a superintendent of police), W. J. Wills,
a brilliant young scientist, a camel expert, a doctor, an artist, ten
other white men, and three Hindu camel drivers made up the party.
They were to explore the triangle between the tracks of Sturt, Leich
hardt, and Gregory; and additionally, or alternatively, the areas as
far west as the Victoria River. Burke's impatience, obstinacy and
foolhardiness led to tragedy. They reached the Diamantina, then
the Cloncurry, and so, the Flinders and, ultimately, reached the
Gulf of Carpentaria on 11 February 1861. Pushing on beyond the
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strength of the camels, Burke had foundered them and they had
died; the packhorses being too slow for his fiery temperament he
had left behind also, and, by the time he and Wills (he had left
Gray and King behind!) reached tidal waters near the coast they
were too weak from scurvy to push on to actual sight of the sea, and
crept back to rejoin the others. On the return journey, Gray died;
Burke and Wills starved and perished also; only King found refuge
with friendly aboriginals where he was discovered, months later,
by Howitt's party.

The expeditions in search of Burke and Wills—Landsborough's,
Howitt's, and McKinlay's—produced notable results as explorations.
Landsborough's track has already been mentioned. Walker hit the
Barcoo, swerved northerly on to the head of the Flinders and, so,
reached the Gulf, returning up the eastern side of the Flinders
watershed and across the main range to the Burdekin. McKinlay,
after finding an unknown white man's grave in the desert north of
the Barcoo, made north to the Diamantina, followed Burke to the
mangrove swamps near the Gulf, and then turned east to come out
also on the Burdekin.

From Adelaide to Darwin
Meanwhile, John McDouall Stuart, who had been draftsman with

Sturt. made a series of journeys from Adelaide, that ultimately took
him right across the continent to Darwin.

In 1859 the South Australian Government offered a reward of
£2,000 for just such a journey. Stuart reached the centre of Australia
on 22 April 1860, proudly naming there "Central Mount Stuart," and
finding not an "inland sea," nor a "dead heart," but a fine stretch of
fertile grass country. Turned back by scarcity of provisions, and of
water, illness, and attacks by blacks, he tried again next year with
twelve men, but failed. He had passed the Neale, the Stevenson, the
Finke, the Hugh—then the McDonnell Range (he named it after the
Governor of South Australia). Next year Tennant's Creek and Attack
Creek fell behind, and finally, he bore away easterly—bated else

-where. The Strangways River took him to the Roper, and another of
its tributaries led him to the Adelaide. On 24 July 1862 his party
rode through tropical forest to the waters of the northern ocean. It
was done.

Apart from the planned and formal explorations, hundreds of
brave but nameless and forgotten men, "the overlanders with their
cattle, the prospectors with picks and pannikins, the selectors, the
squatters .... struck out into the trackless places" and did a vast
proportion of pioneer discovery. They followed all the routes the
explorers had taken except, perhaps, that terrible trail that Kennedy
had died in blazing. Even there, in Cape York peninsula, up the
easier west Carpentarian side, the two young Jardines (Frank and
Alexander), bushmen bred, drove a herd of cattle from the Einas

-leigh River to that very Albany which Kennedy had had as his goal
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Somerset, Cape York Peninsula.

In 1859, Pugh, whose Almanac first appeared that year (see Text
Figure 9(b)) gives a population of about 25,000, in addition to whom
there were about 100 or more ticket-of-leave people who were regarded
as negligible, like the blacks, or Chinese, or Indians.

Agitation for Separation had grown increasingly and under an
Act of 1850 "for the better government of Her Majesty's Australian
Colonies," power had been reserved to constitute a new Colony

Text figure 10

I

and where, now, their father was posted at Somerset as police
magistrate.

But they fought every mile of the way.
The whole of Queensland had been made known in its essential

outlines, and men felt that it only remained for Queenslanders to
develop the vast inheritance which had been won "with so much
skill and courage and endurance unto death."

The times were right for the change to responsible self-government
as an independent colony.

Population had so grown that the census of 1857 gave a figure of
8,575 (6,012 males and 2,563 females), of whom the County of
Stanley (excluding Darling Downs) had 1,599 (1,123 being males)
and 1,156 being born in the Colony. The Darling Downs had 659
people.

"northward of 30 degrees of South Latitude"—which would have
included the Clarence and Richmond areas. Powerful influences,
and the whole weight of the Governor of "New South Wales" (Sir
William Denison), were thrown into the scale against their inclusion.

(Dr. Lang bitterly claimed that since Denison's two brothers held
nearly a quarter of a million acres as squatters on that very frontier
at a nominal rental of one twentieth of a penny an acre, he "could
scarcely be expected to be a disinterested referee.")

In June 1856, the Home Government resolved to "abstain from
any measure for the purpose of Separation." The New South Wales
Government loudly demanded an account of all moneys spent on
Moreton Bay: the Brisbane protagonists triumphantly demonstrated
that less was spent on Queensland, than Queensland itself provided
in taxes and customs. In the midst of all the wrangling a despatch
announced that Separation had been decided upon; that letters
patent had issued on 6 June 1859; and, that Sir George Ferguson
Bowen would be first Governor and Captain General of the "Colony
of Queensland" but—it lost the Clarence and the Richmond areas!
They have suffered by their exclusion ever since, and their persistent
endeavour to secure separation from New South Wales still continues.

Mistress in Her Own Home
Queensland was the only Colony in Australia that did not require

a separate Act of the Imperial Parliament for its establishment; nor
a probationary period of government under a "Legislative Council."
It was to commence its existence with two houses of legislature; a
Legislative Council of appointees on the lines of the Constitution
Bill of New South Wales (1855) ; and an elected Legislative
Assembly.

The Governor, arriving in Moreton Bay by the H.M.S. "Cordelia,"
transferred to the "Breadalbane" and was escorted to Brisbane. He
landed amid scenes of wild enthusiasm, and went in procession via
George Street, Queen Street, Petrie Bight and Ann Street to Dr.
Hobbs' house (now the Deanery of St. John's), which had been
leased for £350 per annum, as first "Government House." There,
he was sworn in by Judge Lutwyche, on 10 December 1859. On
Monday, 12th, he received the loyal addresses of welcome of the
citizens, the mayor and corporation (Brisbane had been incorporated
a few weeks previously). the workers, and others. The Government
of New South Wales had closed all accounts relating to the territory
it was relinquishing reluctantly, and Sir George found 7½d. in the
Treasury!

His replies to the addresses of welcome are well worth reading—
they are admirable essays in tact.
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On 6 December 1860 a public notice was issued in the Government
Gazette as Queensland approached its first anniversary. It reads:

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Brisbane

6 December 1860.
His Excellency the Governor directs it to be notified that

MONDAY NEXT the 10th instant, being the ANNIVERSARY
OF SEPARATION will be observed as a General Holiday and
that all Public Offices will accordingly be closed.

His Excellency further directs it to be notified that the 10th
of December will always be observed as a Public Holiday and
that when this shall occur on a Sunday the following day shall
be kept as a Holiday.

By his Excellency's Command,
R. G. W. HERBERT.

— End of Part One —
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E. B. C. KENNEDY

A. C. GREGORY 	 JOHN McDOUALL STUART

OVERLANDERS AFTER LEICHHARDT.

PLATE XXV. 	
(Royal Historical Society of Queensland.)





QUEEN VICTORIA IN 1859

From a portrait by Winter Halter, reproduced by kind permission of the Trustees of the
Mitchell Library.)

PLATE XXVIII.

PART TWO

QUEENSLAND'S EXPANDING FRONTIERS

THE STORY OF A CENTURY OF PROGRESS

"And now, Gentlemen, let me announce a fact which I know you
will all hear with delight—Queensland, the name selected for this
new Colony, was entirely the happy thought and inspiration of Her
Majesty herself! Other designations had been suggested to Her; but
the Queen spontaneously determined to confer Her own Royal Title
on this new province of Her Empire. It should assuredly then be the
constant aim of us all to show ourselves not undeserving of this
signal mark of the favour and sympathy of our Sovereign."

From the Reply of SIR GEORGE BOWEN, K.C.M.G., first Governor
of Queensland, to the Address of Welcome by the people of Queens-
land, 12 December 1859.
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Text Figure 11 (a, b, c, d, e, f).
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CHAPTER XV

ESTABLISHING TITLE EFFECTIVELY

The Geographical Frontier

At the date of the first settlement under Governor Phillip, "New
South Wales" extended from the north tip of Cape York peninsula
(Queensland) to the south toe of Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania)
and, westerly, to the 135th meridian of east longitude. West of this
any land was called "New Holland" and an inchoate title, in virtue
of its discoverers, might have been claimed by the Dutch: it was,
therefore, deliberately not annexed. Moreover, it was not certain
whether there was a strait or perhaps a series of rivers in the bottom
of the Gulf of Carpentaria continuing through an inland sea to the
south, somewhere between the eastern end of the Great Australian
bight and the western shore of Van Diemen's Land. That southern
stretch of Australia's coastline was still entirely unknown.

Flinders' voyages completely established the coastline (1798-1803)
and in 1825 Van Diemen's Land was separated from "New South
Wales" and became a separate colony. It was not officially named
"Tasmania" till 1853, though the name "Australia" was adopted for
the whole continent in 1824.

For "fear of the French" the boundary of "New South Wales"
was shifted westward in 1824-27 to 129° E. and all Australia was
annexed in 1829, any claim of any other nation whatsoever being
dismissed. Western Australia thus originated in 1829. (See Text
Fig. 11(b)—"Australia in 1830. ")

In 1836, South Australia was cut out of "New South Wales" and
in 1851, Victoria. Wedged between the mainland colonies of Western
and South Australia was a long tongue of land from "New South
Wales," and when Queensland was separated in 1859, the northern
piece of "New South Wales" (710,040 sq. miles in area) was cut
from its parent colony and left isolated. (See Text Fig. 11(c).)
Though technically part of that colony, it was no longer in
geographical contact with any effectively governed area of it, and
the question arose: Was it to be added to South Australia or
Queensland, which both now bordered it, or to be made a separate
colony? It was as large as France and Germany combined; its
capacities and nature were unknown; it appeared incapable, on
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consideration. of a separate political existence; but—it was no time
to leave any land apparently without any established framework of
local administration. Finally, the Imperial Government, upon whom
it might be thrown in default of a willing owner, had no desire to
be burdened with an unexplored and unprofitable area for remote
control, when active colonies were operating round it on three sides.
and its naked fourth side was the sea-boundary between Australia
and Indonesia. The Imperial Government, indeed, after the estab
lishment of responsible self-government in most of Australia
(1855-59) was withdrawing from the control of local affairs as
rapidly as possible.

Queensland recognised the importance of securing part of the
southern shore of the Gulf of Carpentaria, including the "only good
harbour there" (see page 85) upon Sweer's Island; and A. C.
Gregory, the explorer who was also, at that time, Surveyor-General
for Queensland, pointed out that the boundary at 141° E. longitude
excluded Queensland from the "Plains of Promise," described from
the north by Stokes and from the east and south by Leichhardt.
(See pages 86 and 123.)

There had been various proposals to establish new colonies from
the time of Dr. Lang's four eastern sections (see page 101), up to
Gregory's time.

Gladstone's colony of "North Australia" had proved abortive in
1847, just as Lang's "Cooksland" had. Gregory now proposed that
Queensland should push its boundary westward as mentioned above,
and that from a point about midway along the south shore of the
Gulf, a new Colony of "Albert" (a convict colony, perhaps) should
stretch west to the de Grey River, with a capital on the Victoria
River, roughly its coastal midpoint. The Duke of Newcastle, for
Great Britain, readily assented, provided Queensland would assume
responsibility for the baby colony until it could stand on its own
feet, and run unaided. Queensland viewed this proviso with con

-sternation; Western Australia, which stood to lose a large amount
of unused land, seemed doubtful whether to assent, dissent, or
ignore the proposal; South Australia was up in arms at the sugges
tion of the transfer to Queensland of land newly explored by
McDouall Stuart (though one might have raised, in this regard,
Gregory's much superior claims as the explorer of much of the
area involved).

While the matter was being debated, McDouall Stuart returned
from his last overland trip (Adelaide to Port Darwin) on 17 Decem
ber 1862, with a report that glorified the area and inflamed South
Australia's itch for possession.

Already in 1862 Queensland's boundary (on a request of the
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Parliament of Queensland in 1860) had been moved westward to
the 138th parallel of east longitude, thus annexing to Queensland,
without obligation, 120,000 sq. miles which include part of the
Barkly Tableland, a fine belt of fat pastures, and the Burketown
and Mt. Isa areas, the last being the site of remarkably rich mineral
deposits unsuspected at that time. This was in compensation for
the grant to South Australia of a narrow strip of about 70,000 sq.
miles between that colony and Western Australia which proved to
be less both in value and extent.

What is now the "Northern Territory" remained, and Dr. Sir
Charles Nicholson, the Speaker of the Queensland Parliament,
suggested in July 1862 that it be annexed "temporarily" to Queen
s-land. Again the Colonial Office countered with the provision that
the colony taking it over must be prepared to undertake the financial
responsibility involved. In August 1862 it was obvious that it would
be necessary to adopt some measures promptly to confer protection
and to ensure and enforce order among the squatters who were
infiltrating the area in advance of settlement.

There was a reluctance on the part of the Colonial Office to under
-take the "expense, risk and inconvenience" of establishing a
"tropical colony." They therefore welcomed the eager application
of Sir Dominick Daly, Governor of South Australia, following his
receipt of the reports of Stuart. He asserted that the pastoral and
other possibilities of the areas were so important and so well
recognised that
"applications have been forwarded to my Government by stockholders
of this province with a view to secure the earliest claims to parts of the
pastoral lands which have thus recently been made known on the
Victoria River and (in) Arnhem's Land."

It was soon announced (26 May 1863) that letters patent would
issue, annexing the Territory to South Australia "until we think fit
to make other disposition thereof"; and Queensland's application
for a similar "temporary" administrative control was overpassed,
without undue heart-burning on the part of this cautious colony.

South Australia at once arranged to set up an official cadre to
undertake control, and, after the usual process of trial and error (101)
at the Victoria River (Gregory's suggested site for a capital, and
Escape Cliffs at Adam's Bay (where a fiasco led to the recall of
Finnis, the first Government Resident), a site on Pt. Darwin was
selected and a township called Palmerston was surveyed. The name,
however, never gained popular usage: "Port Darwin" it remained.
and, when in 1911 the Territory was ceded by South Australia to

(101) The Pt. Essington site (1838-49) to which the Bathurst Is. station had been
removed—the north-central point of the coast of the Territory—was aban

-doned in 1849-50 and was not further considered, perhaps for that reason.
It had many points to commend it.
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the Commonwealth, it was formally renamed "Darwin." South Aus
-tralia's outstanding achievement was the construction of the overland
telegraph line from the Adelaide end to Darwin (completed in
1872), thus linking Australia by its connection with the submarine
cable to Banjoewangi in Indonesia, and so to Singapore and thence
to all the East. The colony of South Australia bore the cost of
administration of the Northern Territory for forty-eight years,
building up a debt, ultimately, of £3,431,000 on projects that
languished for lack of capital, lack of interest and lack of willing
or efficient labour.

The Commonwealth, as the price of the cession, took over the
debt, and further agreed to complete the railway line from Oodna
-datta in South Australia to Darwin itself. Parts of the railway from
the south, north to Alice Springs, and from the north 311 miles
south (to Birdum), exist, but the promise was never honoured.
Linkage from Queensland, through Camooweal, to connect and open
up the Barkly Tableland, and the vast ore deposits of the area,
never attracted anything but marginal attention from Canberra,
until World War II demonstrated their poverty of planning.

In the urgent moment of imminent disaster, after the bombing of
Darwin and Broome by the Japanese in the first quarter of 1942,
frantic efforts (largely American-aided) established highways along
both routes in a few months. The mineral discoveries at Mt. Isa
and Mary Kathleen (in Queensland), and Rum Jungle and else
where (in the Northern Territory and northern South Australia),
have attracted English and American capital, which may serve to
redress the balance in these areas, where the problems of the
pioneers of to-day are as critical as were those of their forefathers
of a century ago, when "outback" Queensland was within a hundred
miles of Brisbane, and the "far north" of South Australia was the
head of Spencer's Gulf!

Queensland was the last "New Colony" to be established in Aus
-tralia; it is a century since it was proclaimed on 10 December
1859: the clamour for "New States" has risen at intervals to an
occasional crescendo and never wholly dies, but this has never
affected the imperturbable urbanity of the representatives of the six
foundation States of the Commonwealth.

Frustrated Again in the Tropics
One territorial adventure on the part of Queensland profoundly

upset the urbanity of the British Colonial Office, however, in 1883.
This was the annexation of all New Guinea except that claimed by
the Dutch—a statesmanlike concept that proved abortive. Various
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legal quibbles and their correction by compromise led up to this
incident, which was to have most important consequences.

When Queensland was separated from New South Wales in 1859
her rights were not clearly defined regarding the islands off the
coast. Letters patent dated 6 June 1859 and letters patent dated
13 March 1862 transferred to Queensland "all and every adjacent
islands, etc.," but, what was "adjacent?"

In 1865, the Governor of New South Wales granted a lease of
Raine Island (lat. 11° 35' S.; long. 144° 1' E.) , which is on the
outer edge of the Barrier Reef and about sixty miles from the coast
of Queensland.

On 30 May 1872, the Governor of Queensland was appointed
Governor of all islands within sixty miles of the coast and these
islands were transferred to Queensland by G.G. 1872. Vol. I, pp.
1325-6.

By letters patent dated 10 October 1878, Queensland was
authorised to annex by Proclamation the islands beyond the sixty-
mile limit. By G.G. 1879, Vol I. pp. 1379-80; and G.G. 1879, Vol.
II, p. 143, the boundaries of Queensland were extended to include
all islands of the Great Barrier Reef, Torres Straits and the Gulf of
Carpentaria.

The passing of the Imperial "Commonwealth of Australia Con
-stitution Act"of 1901 rendered it necessary to issue a new Com
-mission to the Governor of Queensland. Letters patent dated 29
October 1900 did not confirm those letters patent dated 10 October
1878. To place the matter beyond doubt, a fresh Commission was
issued to the Governor of Queensland on 10 June 1925. The result
is that:

The maritime boundary of Queensland is the coastline from Point
Danger to the 138th meridian in the Gulf of Carpentaria, together with
all islands within the outer edge of the Barrier Reef and within a line
drawn from the north-western point of the Reef to the 138th meridian.

The successful annexation to Queensland of the islands within
sixty miles of the coast in 1872 encouraged a movement for the
annexation also of all that eastern half of New Guinea (and also
its archipelagoes), not already claimed by the Dutch. Some com
panies had been formed to "develop the resources" of that great area,
but fortune had not favoured them, and officialdom had frowned upon
them. Provoked by the inaction of the United Kingdom, a meeting
in Sydney carried, among others, the following resolutions, in 1875:

(1) "That ... the resources of the extensive island of New Guinea
should not remain beyond the reach of legitimate and com

-mercial enterprise; and . . . the immediate occupation of the
island by a civilized power is expedient, alike in the interests of
humanity and commerce."
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(2) "That Great Britain is the nation best fitted for the work of
colonising New Guinea; and that the annexation of the territory
not yet occupied by a foreign power is desirable in the interests
of the whole Empire, as well as that of Her Majesty's Australian
dominions—especially in view of the recent establishment of
steam communication between the colonies, the East, and the
Mother Country, by way of Torres Straits."

These mail steamers were the result, almost solely, of the efforts
of the Government of Queensland. Torres Straits seemed destined
to become one of the world's great maritime highways. Though
public opinion in Australia was strongly in favour of annexation
the Governors of New South Wales and Victoria reported adversely.
The Government of New South Wales, however, rejected the view
of its Governor and urged the immediate annexation:
"not only of the magnificent island of New Guinea but of the islands
of New Britain, New Ireland, and the chain of islands to the north
-east and east of New Guinea from Bougainville Is. to San Cristoval,
the south-easternmost of the Solomon Group; the group of the New
Hebrides, including Espiritu Santo, Mallicolo and Sandwich; with the
smaller adjoining islands; and the Marshall, Gilbert and Ellice Islands,
to all of which the traffic from the port of Sydney extends."

This was going to extremes, perhaps, but there was, indeed,
proceeding a definite race for spheres of influence in the Pacific.
France had annexed Tahiti, New Caledonia, and also the Loyalty
Islands (which British missionaries had pacified*) ; Germany was
hungrily watching for opportunity and was obviously interested in
New Guinea; others—even Russia— were rumoured to be seeking
areas of control among the uncommitted and anarchic native races.

Lord Carnarvon was adamant, however, and with some reason:
Reluctantly and under great pressure from Australia and New
Zealand Great Britain had established a protectorate over Fiji, but
the colonies had refused to contribute towards maintaining a High
Commissioner for the Pacific and this was keenly resented by the
Home Government. Carnarvon had said:

"It must be obvious that the future of these islands is of the most
direct and material importance to the Colonies of Australasia, while it
would be impossible for a very large proportion of the taxpayers of
this country (United Kingdom) to understand on what principle they
should bear while the Colonies immediately concerned should be
exempted from the burden of any expenditure that may be incurred
in connection with such places." He was quite justified in that
attitude. (102)

He did not shut the door against annexation, but he flatly refused
to annex and to bear the costs also. On the other hand, he did not

* On an official visit there in 1929, the Editor was provided with an interpreter
to question natives and translate their answers from the native tongue into French.
The interpretation proved unnecessary—the language was "pidgin" English!
(102) Much of this section is based on papers by A.C.V,. Melbourne: "The

Relations between Australia and New Guinea up to the establishment of
British Rule in 1888," The Royal Australian Historical Society's Journal,
Part I—Vol. XII., Pt. 5, 1926; pp. 288 to 314; and, Part II—Vol. XIII.,
Pt, 3, 1927; pp. 145 to 172.

SIR GEORGE FERGUSON BOWEN
(First Governor of Queensland)

PLATE XXIX. 	 (Courtesy Parliamentary Library.)
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The first Banknote printed by the Bank of New South Wales in Queensland.
It was printed on 1 May 1852 and is signed by two local Directors of the Bank,
Mr. R. J. Coley and Mr. D. C. McConnell.

(Courtesy of Bank of Neu South rates.)

The first of the Queensland Treasury Notes.

PLATE XXX.
	 (Courtesy of the Dept. of the Treasury, Old.




