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Introduction

The collection of statistics in what is now Queensland began with the statistical returns of the
Moreton Bay convict settlement in 1824 which were sent to Sydney. After separation from
New South Wales in 1859, a Registrar-General was appointed to collect statistics in the new
colony of Queensland. Statistical collections included those on births, deaths and marriages;
agriculture, mining and manufacturing; and health, education, and law and order.

The collection of statistics was originally required for the purpose of accountability by the
British Government, but statistics became increasingly important for planning purposes by
the Queensland Government. In 1889 Thornhill Weedon, Queensland's first Government
Statistician (1904-14), noted that the lack of compulsion for government departments to provide
data for the compilation of statistics reduced the quality of those statistics.

The Queensland Colonial Parliament passed the Statistical Returns Act in 1896. This Act gave
the Colonial and then the State Government the power to compulsorily collect certain statistics
from respondents to official statistical collections. The Act was therefore a turning point in the
collection of statistics in Queensland. Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistics,
1896-1996 commemorates the one hundredth anniversary of the passing of the Statistical Returns
Act 1896.

The position of Government Statistician was provided for in the 1896 Act but was not gazetted
until 1904. In that year, the offices of the Government Statistician and the Registrar-General
were part of the Home Secretary's Department and employed a total of 19 staff. By the 1930s
the Government Statistician was collecting statistics on topics such as population, migration,
local government, employment, wages, agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining, manufacturing,
imports and exports, water supply, retail trade, banking, transport, and social issues.

The Commonwealth and State Statistical Agreement Act 1958 (Qld) established the Integrated
Statistical Service and merged the Queensland Government Statistician's Office and its 150
staff into the Queensland office of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics. The
position of Government Statistician became a dual role with that of Deputy Commonwealth
Statistician.

A separate Government Statistician's Office was re-established in 1984 to meet the increasing
information needs of the Queensland Government and the community. Initially part of the
Department of Employment and Industrial Affairs, the office became a semi-autonomous
branch of Queensland Treasury in 1988. In 1996 the Government Statistician's Office employed
37 permanent staff and about 30 temporary staff to design and conduct surveys, undertake
statistical processing, conduct statistical analysis, and provide statistical information and advice,
mainly to Queensland Government departments and agencies.

Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistics, 1896-1996 analyses many of the statistics
collected over the one hundred year period, not only by the Government Statistician but by
other areas of government. The first chapter provides an overview of statistics for Australia
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from 1788 and for Queensland from 1824, and traces the history of the Government Statistician's
Office. Subsequent chapters analyse statistics on climate and environment, demography, politics,
economics, transport, education, health, social welfare, and law and order.

The book draws on Thornhill Weedon's publications, Queensland Past and Present: An Epitome
of its Resources and Development 1896 and 1897, which highlighted some of the statistical
issues of the 1890s. In his 1897 edition, Weedon acknowledged the difficulties of compiling
material for a publication on a range of statistics over a period of time.

In putting together statistics covering a period of one hundred years for the present publication,
a frequently occurring problem was the difficulty of comparing statistics over time. The main
reason for this difficulty was the many changes in collection and processing methods, the scope
of collections, and the definitions and classifications used. Improved survey methodologies
from the 1950s meant that data previously obtained by census or administrative by-product
was then obtained by sample survey. Technological advances have brought changes to processing
methods. The scope of many collections has expanded over time. Definitions of data items
were often absent from early collections: what was included as part of, for example, output or
number employed was left to the interpretation of respondents; a geographical area such as
the goldfields may not have been defined; and occupations were often equated with industry,
for example, a clerk working for the railways would have been classified to the transport industry.
Extensive changes to many classification systems have often made comparisons over time
difficult.

Various other problems were encountered in constructing time series. Tables in both older
and more recent publications sometimes contained few footnotes explaining what was being
measured. Certain collections were discontinued while others were started due to changing
user demand. On occasions, totals in a publication were revised in subsequent publications but
disaggregated figures by, say, region were not. For other collections, different disaggregations
may be published from year to year. Certain statistics may relate to a one-off survey which is
not comparable to earlier or later surveys. Figures in one publication sometimes differed from
those in another, and judgment had to be exercised as to which figures to use. A further problem
was availability of data. Unpublished data was obtained where it was readily available.

Many tables and charts in this publication were constructed from several sources. Footnotes
were used to explain changes in scope, definitions, classification systems, etc. Figures are
therefore not always directly comparable over time, and the tables provide an indication of
trends based on available data. Many sources quoted individual figures in text only, and these
have been included in this publication where appropriate. For many tables containing time
series data, imperial units have been converted to metric units to provide a consistent series.

A vast quantity of statistics has been collected on many areas over the period 1896-1996. Due
to space constraints, this publication contains only a broad overview of many of these statistics,
while some areas have minimal coverage or have been omitted altogether. Queensland Past
and Present: 100 Years of Statistics, 1896-1996 is a reference work on statistics in Queensland
over this one hundred year period.
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