W Office of Economic and Statistical Research @
@* Queensland

Government

-

discover more about historical Queensland

Q150 Digital Books — Section Details

Name: Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistic s,
1896-1996

Section name: Introductory pages
Pages: i—xviii

Printing Notes (Adobe Acrobat): For best results “Page Scaling” should
be set to “Fit to Printable Area”. “Auto Rotate and Center” should also be checked.

Licence for use: This document is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution 2.5 Australia licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/au.

You are free to copy, communicate and adapt the work, as long as you attribute
the authors.

Return to Q150 Collection:http://www.oesr.qld.gov.au/g150

m http: //creativecommons.org/licensesiby/2.5/aw/ 1 The State of Queensland 2009







QUEENSLAND PAST AND PRESENT:

100 YEARS OF STATISTICS, 1896-1996



QUEENSLAND PAST AND PRESENT:

100 YEARS OF STATISTICS, 1896-1996

Queensland Government



GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN’S OFFICE
Level 16, 61 Mary Street, Brisbane, Q 4000
PO Box 37, Albert Street, Brisbane, Q 4002

Telephone (07) 3224 5326 Facsimile (07) 3227 7437

© Queensland Government 1998
Material may be reproduced, provided due acknowledgment is made.

ISBN 07242 7951 2



Contents

DR e o e e Mo M B N SRR e o e B e vii
i e s o s e LS xiii
B PO v 515328 SR L 4 s T o o 551 S S 4 S i XV
Shbrewations S e i S ytnenaenmae oS 8, 0 W 0. N - SN—————— xvi
KZORVETSIONS: /2000 00 s e o0 s A6 A (oo e e o e e e o e e A A s xvi
TTEEROEUICEION 410550 o 655 T T o 0 o 8 xvii
1 Queensland’s Statistical HISTOTY . . . . ... ovtin it ii e enas 1
2 Clitnate and BoviFONMEITES it s i i s ot a5 bis st sm s s s eisoism s 23
20 e O M e e T e Mo L B B 63
g Paliticsand Goyernneil .. i i i vas s e e O R R DR S e e 93
B T OGS w4554 1047811 1 0 o o a1 300 i s R 125
RS e RO N e O D e s 167
TAEHUCEEON s it s h v Al s e a0 8 T s R e e s s e R e A R e 201
RAEAITN - oot s osit miars e oisralio S e S CR 0 PRI 1 6 6 o e B a A 237
ESOCIAIWEHATE.. . e orsiaioisimimins oessyme e mimisiss apsisns e g siacs syslin:aysia e aestmin-atmseloss)imsm mimizinle 277
AT AW ATl O TACT s s e s s s iaias R o e S S e R e e e T e 311
BHBIOBTBDIN . - oo 20 cmiminme s siselesaiarsia orsefer e o s s st 505 e e 8o (o1 ot oo 343
R e et oo s VT W T A A T e N A M S e SR s o B T BN 353



List of tables

Chapter 1
1.1 Convicts on the First Fleet by ship and sex, 15 April 1787 .............cooiiint 2
L2 Report on sickness on the First Fleet by ship, status and illness, 30 August 1787 ... 3
1.3 Persons enumerated in Australian censuses by Colony/State, 1828-1911.......... 6
1.4 Selected publications of the Registrar-General and the Government Statistician,
Quecnsiand RO E = L IB e e il steiinre e el s hm el e e e e B 8 19
Chapter 2
2.1 Area and length of coastline by State and Territory, Australia, 1996............. 24
2.2 Area, population and population density, Queensland and selected countries,
I e e, S Rl e gt e S BT S e A s e 24
2.3 Climatological summary by selected locations, Queensland, to 1996 ............ 30
2.4 Major heatwaves, Queensland, 1896-1996 . ....... ... ..o iiiiiiiiiiinaieinn. 34
2.5' Major droughts, Queensland, 18961996 . .. .o . v civiviineiiensimiiineine s i 37
2.6 Major floods, Queensland, 18961996 . . .. - i sivawinssin smme vecasiusas s 40
2.7 Cyclones by section of coast, Queensland, 1909-1989 . . ...........covviviinnn. 47
2.8 Major cyclones and severe storms, Queensland, 1896-1996 ................. 48-49
2.9 Heavy rainfall recorded during cyclones, Queensland, 1893-1990............... 50
2.10 Largest water storage facilities, Queensland, 1996 .. .......................... 53
2.11 Plagues and pests in Queensland, 1896-1996 .................ccviviiiiiann. 55
2.12 Extinct, endangered and vulnerable species, Queensland, 1992................. 57
2.13 Area of and ecosystem representation in national parks by biogeographical
reg10n, Queensland 895 . « e prmanismmmminiss s i e 4ot s s 58
Chapter 3
3.1 Population by State and Territory, Australia, 1896-1996....................... 64
3.2 Population by region, Queensland, 1896-1996 .. ................cooiiiiin.... 66
3.3 Population on the goldfields and total population by region, Queensland,
S e e e ) et B P SRl A by s o i o S B 67
3.4 Population by urban and rural areas, Queensland, 1921-1991 . ................. 67
3.5 Population by city, Queensland, 1901-1996 . . . . ... ... .ot 69
3.6 Births, deaths and natural increase, Queensland, 1896-1996 . .................. 70
3.7 Natural increase and net migration, Queensland, 1896-1900 to 1991-199% ....... 73
3.8 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons, Queensland, 1881-1996 ... ....... 77
3.9 Population by birthplace, Queensland, 1891-1996 . .................ooiinnnn. 78
3.10 Asian and Polynesian persons by sex, Queensland, 31 December 1896 .......... 79

vii



3.11 Population by selected Asian birthplaces, Queensland, 1961-1996 . ............. 79

3.12 Population by sex, Queensland, 18961996 . ... ... ... .ciiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 83
3.13 Population by age group, Queensland, 1891-1996 ................ccovivinnnnn 85
3.14 Population and private occupied dwellings, Queensland, 1891-1996............. 87
3.15 Population by religion, Queensland, 1891-1996 .. ..............c.ciiiiniinn.. &8
Chapter 4

4.1 Voting in the federation referendum by division and district, Queensland,

2September 1899 1o ioraniats s ae s e ats s s i 16T SRS atese s 96
4.2 Voting in the federation referendum by colony, Australia, 2 September 1899 .. ... 97
4.3 Electoral zones and districts, Queensland, 19491985 . . .. .. ... ..coiiiiiiin, 103
4.4 Parliamentary salaries, Queensland, and average male earnings, Australia,

L s A AT A S B BT 20t e A T R B 107
4.5 Ministerial portfolios, Queensland, 1915-1996 .. ....... ... ... .. .. ... .... 108
4.6 Governors of Queensland, 18591997 ... cwuusiimmivio i iv vt i 109
4.7 Queensland Colonial Secretaries/Premiers 18591996 .. ..........c.oviinn... 112
4.8 Selected State election results by party, Legislative Assembly, Queensland,

LB O e s o i ms e A R 58 T ST AT e e e e e e S B TS s A T 113
4.9 State referenda, Queensland, 1899-1992 . ... vivn svivivinn daassisinaisis o sssiaals o 114
4.10 Selected federal election results, House of Representatives, Queensland and

AUSEEAlAl TQOTTGOGN ., e siv wiaisinisio) 424 57505 3Pl e e it e iy 3o B LGS Tl SR 115
4.11 Selected federal election results, Senate, Queensland and Australia,

1OOTT996 . . oo v wovrmins armrmisions e suamarmoiososin o sinioaias o msa os s oo fa il s i miasa s eincargo o 116
4.12 Members of the Senate and the House of Representatives, Australia,

LO0T 1906 . . ot ettt e et e e e e e e e e 119
4.13 Federal referenda results, Australia, 1901-1996 . .. ........... ... 120-121

Chapter 5

5.1 Industrial distribution of the labour force of Queensland, 1864-1996 ........... 128
5.2 Gross value of primary and secondary production, Queensland, 1911 to

D O s st e T A R A e R T A 131
53 State income: Net value by industry or source, Queensland, 1927-28 to

L e s s s St S U R e R 133
5.4 Gross state product at average 1989-90 prices, Queensland and Australia,

2T S e L0 OO W O R O 134
5.5 Gross state product and employment by industry, Queensland and rest of

AUSITALIA, 1996 . . o vttt ettt e e et e e e et 134
5.6 ILabourforce by sex, Queensland, 1901-1996 . ;oo s covisumnsmnnias e e 135
5.7 Proportion of population by sex by labour force status and occupation class,

Queensland,; 1O0TT93Z ., Lwsmim i oiwiss) sh s e iis e s e s sl ws e ass ohs s 136
5.8 Employed persons by occupation by sex, Queensland, May 1996 .............. 137
5.9 Labour force status and award rate of pay index for adult males,

Opcensland, I9RG=19967, o or s i s ne s aena sl Grv A s e s s e 138

viii



5.10 Average weekly earnings male employees by State and Territory, Australia,
194546101996 . ..o v vttt ettt eise et
5.11 Retail price index by group Brisbane, 1915-16t01995-96 ....................
5.12 Weightings used in the compilation of the Consumer Price Index by group and
subgroup, Australia, 1968-1992 ... ... ... ..o
5.13 Proportion of family expenditure per head per week by item by income group,
Queensland, 193940 . .. ..ottt e
5.14 Household expenditure patterns, Queensland, 1939-40 and 1988-89 ...........
515 External trade, Queensland, 189510 1995-96 .. .ciuv vvivnniinmninnoissans vvs
5.16 Queensland’s external trade at constant 1989-90 prices, 1974-75 to 1995-96... . ..
5:17 Lavestock and land, Queensland, 1895-1995.. ... cwaedaescomswsmsmess «us
5.18 Agricultural production by selected crop, Queensland, 1895-96 to 1995-96 .....
5.19 Gold production by goldfields by output in 1896 and aggregate output to 1896,
(g nnn e W e e B S
5.20 Mineral and quarrying production by commodity Queensland, 1895 to
O o i rmemoassrem o o e 5 4 A 8 TS R R T W v s
5.21 Selected products by number of establishments, average employment, quantity
produced and valie, Queensland, 1896 . . .« vus s soios sim o nimn oo swn s v
5.22 Manufacturing industry statistics, Queensland, 1895t01995-96 ...............
5.23 New dwelling commencements by dwelling type, Queensland, 1983-84 to
o e e e
5.24 Licensed hotels and motels, etc. with facilities, Queensland, 1982-1996.........

Chapter 6
6.1 Public transport: Passenger journeys by mode of transport, Brisbane, 1933-34
SO EDTIO0 . . vvieemmini s sim wwiw s inmmiminwisio o 0008 0 im0 ms im0 0 088 48000 4700k o b8 e mie e
6.2 Road transport: Length of constructed roads, motor vehicle registrations and
revenue, road traffic crashes, and death and injury rates, Queensland, 1935-36 to
s O Oy et S
6.3 Road transport: Total and average distance travelled by type of motor vehicle
registered in/Queensland, 1O71-1995 .o s sm i s & v
6.4 Road transport: Average distance travelled by passenger vehicles by State and
TS ee e o A i T AL 0 S B e A e Y R
6.5 Rail transport: Lines open to traffic, and passengers and goods carried,
Ougensiand, 1895960199590 v vove v s i e e s ST
6.6 Rail transport: Earnings, expenses, surplus and indebtedness, Queensland,
SRR OG G IOUT 00 - - i cn s s Bk S R S ST e e
6.7 Water transport: Domestic and international cargo discharged and shipped by
port: Guieensiand, 193536710 199596 - wcoviivi st minivdaimssinissniacss Sieas s
6.8 Air transport: Passenger handlings by major airport, Queensland, 1965 to
O L i o i o e A R o e e s e R R oM sl a5
6.9 Persons employed in transport and storage, Queensland, 1901-1996 ...........

178



Chapter 7

7.1 Literacy levels by age group, Queensland, 1891-1921 ........................ 204
7.2 State school teachers by type, Queensland, 1896-1933 ....................... 205
7.3 Itinerant teachers, Queensland, 1910-1929 . . ....c.ciiiieiiviin vivovie saimons 208
7.4 Schools, students enrolled, teachers and average attendance by type of school,

OfeensIand. T8I6=1905 L v ciei s alesta st saeiile sslie e s dheieiatelstas e leloslealorn talia 217
7.5 School enrolments by level, Queensland, 1940-1995 . .........coiiiiieia... 221
7.6 Non-government schools by affiliation, Queensland, 1960-1995 ............... 221
7.7 Retention rates by type of school by level, Queensland, 1972-1995 ............ 224
7.8 Technical colleges and students, Queensland, 1905-1970 ..................... 227
7.9 TAFE students by status, Queensland, 1980-1996 . .......................... 228
7.10 Universities, teaching staff and students, Queensland, 1915-1995 . ............. 231
711 Government expenditure on education by level, Queensland, 1896 to 1955-56 .. 234
7.12 Government outlays on education by level, Queensland, 1975-76 and 1994-95 .. 234

Chapter 8
8.1 Life expectancy at birth by sex, Queensland and Australia, 1891-1900 to
L LR e A N S b\ el S S T S 243

8.2 Public hospitals and nursing homes, and psychiatric units, Queensland, 1895 to

VOME SIS e o o 41850 e TR s T e s bl 247
8.3 Private hospitals, Queensland, 1991-92t01994-95 . ... ......coiiiiiriinne... 248
8.4 Nursing care homes and psychiatric institutions, Queensland, 1970-71 to

e T 3 e e e S S A e Ol i 249
8.5 Ambulance transport centres, Queensland, 1896 to 1990-91 .................. 251
8.6 Cases notified by notifiable disease, Queensland, 1901-1996 . ................. 256
8.7 Cases notified by selected notifiable diseases, Queensland, 1985-1996.......... 262
88 Main causesiof death,; Queensland, 1896 .. v cran i siniammis oo avasis e s o & 262
8.9 Death rates by selected causes of death, Queensland, 1900-1995 .............. 263
8.10 Deaths by age group by sex, Queensland, 1896 and 1995 ..................... 264
8.11 Main causes of death by region, Queensland, 1896 and 1995 .................. 265
8.12 Death rates by cause of death, Queensland and Australia, 1896 and 1995 ... .... 266
8.13 Infant and childhood mortality by age group, Queensland, 1896 and 1995....... 267
8.14 Infant mortality rates by State and Territory, Australia, 1896-1995............. 268
8.15 Maternal mortality, Queensland and Australia, 1911-1984 .. .................. 268
8.16 Hospital in-patient separations, conditions treated and length of stay,

Queensland g0 G 9905 o cohen T v e e St e e e s e e s et 269
8.17 Life expectancy at birth for Aboriginal persons living in Aboriginal communities

by sex, Queensland, 1972-1977t01984-1990 ..........ciiiiiiiiiieiiiinnnn, 270
8.18 Infant and perinatal mortality rates for Aboriginal persons living in Aboriginal

communities, Queensland, 1973-1975 to 1988-1990 .........cccviniiivnnnnnes 271
8.19 Death rates by cause of death by sex, Aboriginal persons living in Aboriginal

communities, Queensland, 1972-1977to 19841990 .............cooiiiiiann. 271



8.20 Medicare services processed by broad type of service, Queensland, 1975-76 to

e S N P Do ey K e S A e SN o S 273

Chapter 9

9.1 Current expenditure on social security and welfare by Commonwealth and State

and Territory governments, Australia, 1900-01 to 1995-96. . .................. 279
9.2 Expenditure on social security and welfare and all expenditure by all levels of

government, Australia, 1994-95 .. ... .. e 280
9.3 Current government expenditure per person on welfare services, Queensland

and Australia, 19878810 1992-93 ... . ... . nieecivvnnesmsvnsonssssessosss 280
94 Social security expenditure by broad type of pension or allowance, Queensland,

IR0l and 99950 s s oh e s s s O S e Rl S8 e mra 281
9.5 Social security expenditure by type of pension or allowance, Queensland and

R s R N S U S s P L O SO B A R A T 282
9.6 Recipients of social security payments by type of pension or allowance by sex,

e enSIand June-TH06 . . i s s T e e e T e S e s s 283
9.7 Age and invalid pensioners, Queensland, 1909-10t0 1994-95 . . ............... 285
9.8 Projected population by age group, Queensland, 1995-2051 .................. 286
9.9 Expenditure on outdoor relief, Queensland, 1896-1933 ...................... 288
9.10 Unemployment insurance fund receipts and expenditure, Queensland, 1923 to

BRSO . v smvtns o 4 ) AR A s ) 50 15 AT T i & 289
9.11 Male wage and salary earners by employment status, Queensland, 1929-1933 ... 291

9.12 Social security allowances by selected type, Queensland, 1970-71 to 1994-95.... 293
9.13 Children admitted to institutions by reason, Queensland, 1896 ............. 297-298
9.14 Children returned by employers to orphanages by cause of return by sex,
ERREBURIARG, JBOG .. oo ool sriie mre oo ers e s S e oo TS s e S e 299
9.15 Children in care by type of placement, Queensland, 1896-1996................ 300
9.16 Selected residential welfare establishments by number of residents and
expenditure, Queensland, 1970-71t0 1991-92 .. ... i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaenn. 306
Chapter 10
10.1 Persons reported by police by type of offence by sex, Queensland, 1896 ... .. ... 313
10.2 Proportion of persons who were victims of selected crimes by age group by sex,
ueensiand, 12 months to Aprili1993 . - oo viiveimvmnins s vis wain s msnmasiies 314
10.3 Proportion of persons and households who were victims of selected crimes by type
of offence by frequency of occurrence, Queensland, 12 months to April 1995.... 314
10.4 Proportion of persons who were victims of offences against the person by type
of offence by frequency of occurrence, Queensland, 1991 .................... 315
10.5 Proportion of households who were victims of offences against property by type
of offence by frequency of occurrence, Queensland, 1991 .................... 315
10.6 Police officers by region, Queensland, 1895-1996 .................ccoieo... 320
10.7 Finalised criminal appearances in higher courts by type of offence and outcome,
(Bneensland FIBI6 0 199394, .o iv it vn s wisn sl i S mm e e 326

Xi



10.8 Criminal appearances in lower courts by type of offence and outcome,

Queensland. 1896 101993104 ... ..u .« viivis i o sis s sreaisiae ) an esies miase eUseia 8e e s as 330
10.9 Prisons, prisoners and higher court criminal convictions, Queensland, 1895 to

R o e A 333
10.10 Prisoners in prisons and police gaols by sex and location by age group,

Queensland, 1896 ... ....viiiirernrnnriennrneneesvenenesrsennensenes 334335
10.11 Prisoners in prisons and police gaols by location by birthplace, Queensland,

140 A IR IR T, . . s T L e ORI L b B 336
10.12 Prisoners by type of offence by sex, Queensland, 1896 ....................... 337
10.13 Prisoners by age or age group by Indigenous status by sex, Queensland,

T Vo S T e M e S s NS s s e st e S S RS S 338
10.14 Prisoners in secure and open custodial correctional centres by most serious

offence. Oneensland, 19931996 15 5in il sl o aira s e s s 339
10.15 Children in industrial and reformatory schools by institution, Queensland,

G« 5 b i G S e B S s e S B AN o B s 339
10.16 Children in industrial and reformatory schools by reason for admittance by sex,

QNEENSIANG LBV i 6101575 w707 55 st el o e e o A e TR 339

Xii



List of figures

Chapter 1
1.1 Colonial/State and Commonwealth officers responsible for the collection of

statistios I e e RSl and BB A= I996: - ains » e i e i e e e e 8
Chapter 2
SMaparQuesnslant) ;oo i v s e s sie S AR R S s e R 26
2.2 Mean daily maximum and minimum temperatures by month, selected locations,

CIHE CESIAN T TG I o e s oot i ot oo e e o e A N AR o A s ot 32
2.3 Mean monthly rainfall, selected locations, Queensland, t0 1996 .. ................ 36
R ST OF - DCYCIOMD . .+ o0 iininie e b meonistasaraTesiosie s 8o oLs iees bt e a5icss a4 s 5 45
Chapter 3
3.1 Estimated resident population, Queensland, 1896-1996 ........................ 64
3.2 Annual growth in estimated resident population, Queensland, 1896-1996 ......... 65
3.3 Births, deaths and natural increase, Queensland, 1896-1996 . .. ...........c...... 68
3.4 Net migration, Queensland, 1896-1996. . ...........ccciiiiiiiiiiniiiiinininn.. 73
3.5 Marriage and divorce, Queensland, 18961996 ............c.cciiiiiiiiiiinn.t. 87
Chapter 4
4.1 Map of Queensland electoral districts at time of federation referendum........... 98
Chapter 6
6.1 Railway map of Queensland, August 1996 ...........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn... 180
Chapter 7
7.1 Comparison of heights and weights of Brisbane children in 1911 and 1950. ....... 211
7.2 Education system, Queensland, 1912-1960s. .. ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiinn... 214
7.3 Old and new education systems, Queensland 1965 ............................ 216
74 Proportion of students enrolled at non-government schools, Queensland,

e L e e o SN R R SR = N —— 218
7.5 Brisbane Central Technical College structure and its relationship to the rest of

the edncation system, Quigensland, 1910 < o iaiin s sonmite s monm s ome s 225
Chapter 8
8.1 Number of in-patients treated per bed per year, Queensland 1895 to 1994-95 .. . .. 247
8.2 Infant mortality, Queensland, 1896 t0 1995 . ... ... oo, 267
Chapter 9
9.1 Adoptions, Queensland, 189610 1995-96 . .. .. ... oiiiiiiiii i 296



Preface
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Premier and Cabinet, Queensland Treasury, Queensland Transport, the Department of
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also to the many organisations who provided data for inclusion in the publication.

The efforts of the staff of the Government Statistician's Office are also acknowledged, including
their research into various issues, especially those occurring in more recent decades, and their
work in constructing tables and graphs and in editing the publication.

D. J. Smith
Government Statistician



Abbreviations

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics
GSO  Government Statistician's Office

r revised (figure(s) revised since previous issue of a publication)
p preliminary (preliminary figure(s) subject to revision)
e estimated (for a past period for which firm figures are not yet available)

— nil or rounded to zero
not applicable

n.a. not available

n.ya. not yet available

n.p. not published

Conversions

1 penny = (0.8333 cents; 1 cent = 1.2 pence
1 shilling (12 pence) = 10 cents

10 shillings = 1 dollar
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1 foot = 30.48 centimetres
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1 ounce = 28.35 grams
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1 hundredweight (112 pounds) = 50.80 kilograms
1 ton (2,240 pounds) = 1.016 tonnes

1 quart (2 pints) = 1.134 litres
1 gallon (8 pints) = 4.536 litres
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Introduction

The collection of statistics in what is now Queensland began with the statistical returns of the
Moreton Bay convict settlement in 1824 which were sent to Sydney. After separation from
New South Wales in 1859, a Registrar-General was appointed to collect statistics in the new
colony of Queensland. Statistical collections included those on births, deaths and marriages;
agriculture, mining and manufacturing; and health, education, and law and order.

The collection of statistics was originally required for the purpose of accountability by the
British Government, but statistics became increasingly important for planning purposes by
the Queensland Government. In 1889 Thornhill Weedon, Queensland's first Government
Statistician (1904-14), noted that the lack of compulsion for government departments to provide
data for the compilation of statistics reduced the quality of those statistics.

The Queensland Colonial Parliament passed the Statistical Returns Act in 1896. This Act gave
the Colonial and then the State Government the power to compulsorily collect certain statistics
from respondents to official statistical collections. The Actwas therefore a turning point in the
collection of statistics in Queensland. Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistics,
1896-1996 commemorates the one hundredth anniversary of the passing of the Statistical Returns
Act 1896.

The position of Government Statistician was provided for in the 1896 Act but was not gazetted
until 1904. In that year, the offices of the Government Statistician and the Registrar-General
were part of the Home Secretary's Department and employed a total of 19 staff. By the 1930s
the Government Statistician was collecting statistics on topics such as population, migration,
local government, employment, wages, agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining, manufacturing,
imports and exports, water supply, retail trade, banking, transport, and social issues.

The Commonwealth and State Statistical Agreement Act 1958 (Qld) established the Integrated
Statistical Service and merged the Queensland Government Statistician's Office and its 150
staff into the Queensland office of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics. The
position of Government Statistician became a dual role with that of Deputy Commonwealth
Statistician.

A separate Government Statistician's Office was re-established in 1984 to meet the increasing
information needs of the Queensland Government and the community. Initially part of the
Department of Employment and Industrial Affairs, the office became a semi-autonomous
branch of Queensland Treasury in 1988. In 1996 the Government Statistician's Office employed
37 permanent staff and about 30 temporary staff to design and conduct surveys, undertake
statistical processing, conduct statistical analysis, and provide statistical information and advice,
mainly to Queensland Government departments and agencies.

Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistics, 1896-1996 analyses many of the statistics
collected over the one hundred year period. not only by the Government Statistician but by
other areas of government. The first chapter provides an overview of statistics for Australia
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from 1788 and for Queensland from 1824, and traces the history of the Government Statistician's
Office. Subsequent chapters analyse statistics on climate and environment, demography. politics,
economics, transport, education, health, social welfare, and law and order.

The book draws on Thornhill Weedon's publications, Queensland Past and Present: An Epitome
of its Resources and Development 1896 and 1897, which highlighted some of the statistical
issues of the 1890s. In his 1897 edition, Weedon acknowledged the difficulties of compiling
material for a publication on a range of statistics over a period of time.

In putting together statistics covering a period of one hundred years for the present publication,
a frequently occurring problem was the difficulty of comparing statistics over time. The main
reason for this difficulty was the many changes in collection and processing methods, the scope
of collections, and the definitions and classifications used. Improved survey methodologies
from the 1950s meant that data previously obtained by census or administrative by-product
was then obtained by sample survey. Technological advances have brought changes to processing
methods. The scope of many collections has expanded over time. Definitions of data items
were often absent from early collections: what was included as part of, for example, output or
number employed was left to the interpretation of respondents; a geographical area such as
the goldfields may not have been defined; and occupations were often equated with industry,
for example, a clerk working for the railways would have been classified to the transport industry.
Extensive changes to many classification systems have often made comparisons over time
difficult.

Various other problems were encountered in constructing time series. Tables in both older
and more recent publications sometimes contained few footnotes explaining what was being
measured. Certain collections were discontinued while others were started due to changing
user demand. On occasions, totals in a publication were revised in subsequent publications but
disaggregated figures by, say, region were not. For other collections, different disaggregations
may be published from year to year. Certain statistics may relate to a one-off survey which is
not comparable to earlier or later surveys. Figures in one publication sometimes differed from
those in another, and judgment had to be exercised as to which figures to use. A further problem
was availability of data. Unpublished data was obtained where it was readily available.

Many tables and charts in this publication were constructed from several sources. Footnotes
were used to explain changes in scope, definitions, classification systems, etc. Figures are
therefore not always directly comparable over time, and the tables provide an indication of
trends based on available data. Many sources quoted individual figures in text only, and these
have been included in this publication where appropriate. For many tables containing time
series data, imperial units have been converted to metric units to provide a consistent series.

A vast quantity of statistics has been collected on many areas over the period 1896-1996. Due
to space constraints, this publication contains only a broad overview of many of these statistics,
while some areas have minimal coverage or have been omitted altogether. Queensland Past
and Present: 100 Years of Statistics, 1896-1996 is a reference work on statistics in Queensland
over this one hundred year period.
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