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Rapid population growth

2001-2006 2008
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Queensland – grows more than NSW or Victoria - annual average 
years ending December

Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics, 
Cat. No. 3105.0 and 3101.0
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Australia’s Fastest Growing State - Almost
year ending December 2008

Source: ABS Cat. No. 3101.0
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Australia’s Largest Growing State - Just
year ending December 2007

Source: ABS, Cat. No. 3101.0
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Total Fertility Rate and Replacement Level, 
Queensland and Australia

Source: ABS, Births, Cat. No. 3301.0
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Queensland has been getting about 790 people each week from 
overseas - years ending December

Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics, 
Cat No 3101.0
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Settler arrivals to QLD by eligibility criteria
Years ending June 2008

Source: Overseas migration to Queensland 2009, 
PIFU, July 2009
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Top 10 birthplace countries for settler arrivals
Year to June 2008
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Stock of temporary entrants to QLD by visa category

Source: Department of Immigration and Citizenship
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Location of 457 Visa positions in Queensland
Year to June
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Temporary entrants by major citizenship group
Years ending June
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Net interstate migration to Queensland 
years ending December

Source: ABS, Cat. No. 3101.0 and 
historical data
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Net interstate migration gains to Queensland, 2003-2008
years ending December

Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics, 
Cat No.3101.0
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Net interstate migration and median house price differential, 
Queensland and New South Wales, year to 30 June 2002 to 2008
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Age profile of interstate migration, Queensland
Year ending June 2008

Source: ABS, Migration Australia, Cat No 3412.0
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Age profile of net interstate migration, Queensland
year ending June

Source: ABS unpublished
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Age profile of internal migration, Rockhampton (R)
2001-2006

Source: Census of Population and 
Housing 2006
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Age profile of inbound international migration, Rockhampton (R)
2001-2006

Source: Census of Population and 
Housing 2006
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Source: ABS Cat No 3218.0
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10 Largest growing LGAs in Regional Queensland
Average annual growth, 2001-2006, 2007-2008

Source: ABS Cat No 3218.0.  
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Population growth in Fitzroy SDPopulation growth in Fitzroy SD
Average annual growth, 2001-2006 and 2007-2008, and share of SD growth (%)

Source: ABS Cat No 3218.0
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Fitzroy SD – average annual growth, 1981-2008

Source: ABS Cat No 3218.0
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How does growth in CQANM compare with other regions?
Average annual change

Source: ABS Cat No. 3218.0
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Rockhampton Regional Council population change
Average annual growth, five years ending 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006 and two years 
ending 2008

Source: ABS Cat No. 3218.0
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Population change, Rockhampton Urban Area 2007-2008
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Population change, Yeppoon area 2007-2008
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Top 10 urban centres and localities in Fitzroy SD 

Source: PIFU calculations

Ranked by ERP 2008
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Summary

Queensland had record levels of population growth in excess of 100,000 
people each year over the last two years

High growth is driven primarily by strong levels of overseas migration which 
is more than twice the level of interstate migration. 

40% of settler arrivals to Qld come from New Zealand followed by UK with 
18%

Increasing number of overseas migrants enter Australia as temporary 
entrants, particularly students and short to medium term workers.

Natural increase is also strong accounting for 34% of Qld’s growth in 2008. A 
record 63,000 births occurred in 2008 more than 10,000 higher 5 years ago.



Summary continued…

Rockhampton (R) ranks at number eight and Gladstone (R) number six  
in the top 10 for largest  growing LGAs in Regional Queensland.

Rockhampton (R) grew by 1,412 in 2007-8, about one quarter lower 
compared with a average of 1,858 in the 5 years to 2006. Gladstone 
(R) grew by 1,871 in 2007-8 compared with an average of 1,514 in the 
5 years 2006. 

Migration to the Fitzroy Region accounted for 61% of the Region’s 
population growth since 2001. The Region’s growth of nearly 4,000 
people was similar to the Mackay Region.

Most of the population growth in  Rockhampton (R) 2007-8  occurred 
in Yeppoon (439) followed by Gracemere (393) and  former 
Rockhampton City (182).  




